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                 CLASSICAL GUITAR SOLOIST, performer of 
                      chamber music and concerti, Robert Trent has per-
formed on the continents of North and South America and in 
Europe. Trent performs on modern guitar, Renaissance lute and 
on an original French guitar from the early 19th century and 
a reproduction of a 10-string double-necked romantic guitar of 
Schertzer. Trent has appeared in chamber music recitals or con-
certi with The Audubon Quartet and The Kandinsky Trio and 
The Philadelphia Virtuosi Chamber Orchestra.
 
Trent has been a first prize winner in numerous national and 
international competitions including the Webb National Guitar 
Competition, the Masterworks Young Artist Competition and 
the chamber music prize at the International Competition 
“Arturo Toscanini” in Italy. Recent tours have taken Robert 
Trent to Russia.
 
Sought after as an expert in performance practice of the early 
nineteenth-century, he has contributed improvised cadenzas in 
the style of Fernando Sor to the new Mel Bay text (melbay.com) 
“Complete Sonatas of Diabelli, Giuliani and Sor, Vol. 1.”
 
The first recipient of the degree of Doctor of Musical Arts in 
guitar from the Peabody Institute of The Johns Hopkins 
University, Dr. Trent is currently director of Guitar and 
Renaissance Lute studies at the College of Visual and Performing 
Arts of Radford University. He is a recording artist for Dorian 
Records©.
 

In addition to his in solo recitals, he performs regularly with 
fortepianist Pamela Swenson (as Duo Firenze). In past summers 
Duo Firenze have been in residence as performers and teachers in 
period instrument performance at the “Accademia L’Ottocento” 
in Rome and Verbania

Duo Firenze is the recent recipient of numerous awards includ-
ing unprecedented two-career grants from The Johns Hopkins 
University - Peabody Conservatory, two Faculty Development 
Grants from Radford University, and two awards from the 
Virginia Commission for the Arts. 

Their first Dorian CD is entitled Italian Nocturnes: Early 
Romantic Music for Guitar and Fortepiano (catalogue no: DIS 
80156).

Of Dr. Trent’s exciting performances the press has said:

   

“His interpretations are dignified, formal, and 
carefully thought out, with a sense of structural 
integrity that informs every passing tone.” 

NEW YORK TIMES 
 

“A Seasoned Artist Strums the Depths” (headline) 
“he seemed most intent on using his sweet, 
crystalline sound to plumb the emotional depths 
of each work.”

PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER  


